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Apparatus for managing prepaid transactions over a network such as the 
Internet by anonymously managing economic exchanges between merchants and 
customers 

Patent Assignee: ECATALYST0NE.COM INC (ECAT-N) 
Inventor: ANDREWS D W; FEDRO T E 

Number of Countries: 094 Number of Patents: 002 
Patent Family: 

Patent No Kind Date Applicat No Kind Date Week 
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Abstract (Basic): WO 200115045 Al 

NOVELTY - A management system (52) allows anon^,-aous transactions 
to take place between consumers (54) and merchants (56) over the 
Internet (58) through the use of prepaid monetary instriiments 
purchased at distributors (60). The system guarantees that the 
merchants will receive funds for goods . and services supplied and 
preferably provides cash-like and real time transactions for purchases 
made on the Internet. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION - INDEPENDENT CLAIMS are included for methods 
for managing transactions and for anonymously making purchases over a 
network. 

USE - Managing anonymous exchanges on the Internet between 
merchants and consumers using prepaid monetary instruments . 

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING (S) - The drawing is a block diagram of the 
system 

Management system (52) 

Consumers (54) 

Merchants (56) 

Internet (58) 

pp; 26 DwgNo 1/6 

Title Terms: APPARATUS; MANAGE; PREPAYMENT; TRANSACTION; NETWORK; MANAGE; 

ECONOMY; EXCHANGE; MERCHANT; CUSTOMER 
Derwent Class: TOl; T05 

International Patent Class (Main) : G06F-017/60 

File Segment: EPI 
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Anonymous transactions accommodation method involves analyzing 
retrieved data to determine whether to authorize transactions and to 
provide indication to terminal , without revealing true party 
identification 
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Abstract (Basic) : US 20040083184 Al 

NOVELTY - The party identification is electronically transmitted to 
an information hub for authentication of transactions including payment 
made by party with card . The data related to party and material to 
transaction, retrieved using party identification received by hub 
through electronic transmission, is analyzed whether to authorize 
transaction and to provide indication to terminal, without revealing 
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true party identification. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION - INDEPENDENT CLAIMS are also included for the 
following: 

(1) anonymous transaction system; 

(2) anonymous transaction card ; 

.,(3) anonymous transaction payment conduction method; 

(4) computer medium for storing credit card processing; 

(5) credit card processing method; 

(6) accounts management method; 

(7) computer medium includes instructions for performing accounts 
management process; 

(8) credit card managing system; 

(9) anonymous credit card processing method; and 

(10) computer medium includes instructions for performing anonymous 
credit card processing. 

USE - For anonymous authentication of customer profile information 
related to children, to authorized requester. 

ADVANTAGE - Protects authentication by encryption and digital 
signature of information requester. Ensures to carry out the 
transactions in secure environment. 

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING (S) - The figure shows the block diagram of 
the exemplary account setup in account system, 
cr edi t cards (40, 42) 

account system (100) 

vault system (114) 

application processor (116) 

pp; 57 DwgNo 3/28 

Title Terms: TRANSACTION; ACCOMMODATE; METHOD; RETRIEVAL; DATA; DETERMINE; 
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File Segment: EPI 



15/5/2 (Item 2 from file: 350) 

DIALOG (R) File 350: Derwent WPIX 

(c) 2004 Thomson Derwent. All rts. reserv. 

015649401 **Image available** 
WPI Acc No: 2003-711584/200367 
XRPX Acc No: N03-569130 

Anonymous transaction conducting method for online shopping, involves 

permitting client to access transaction vendors, using personal 

identification number of client through proxy- 
Patent Assignee: WICZKOWSKI F T (WICZ-I) 
Inventor: WICZKOWSKI F T 

Number of Countries: 001 Number of Patents: 001 

Patent Family: . ..-v.. , 

Patent No Kind Date Applicat No Kind Date Week 

US 20030163413 Al 20030828 US 200285351 A 20020228 200367 B 

Priority Applications (No Type Date) : US 200285351 A 20020228 
Patent Details: 
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US 20030163413 Al 18 G06F-017/60 

Abstract (Basic) : US 20030163413 Al 

NOVELTY - A personal purchasing identification number is assigned 
to client corresponding to transaction session. A communication is 
established using the identification number, through a proxy to permit 
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the client to access transaction vendors anonymously. The payment for 
the transaction is made to the proxy by client and the payment to the 
vendor is confirmed from the proxy. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION - INDEPENDENT CLAIMS are also included for the 
following : 

.(1) anonymous transaction provision method; and 
(2) secure anonymous transaction system. 

USE - For conducting secure anonymous transaction such as 
electronic payment processing, order fulfillment, browsing, shopping 
and purchasing through open network such as internet. 

ADVANTAGE - Since the transaction vendors are accessed through the 
proxy, the misuse of the customer's identity is prevented, thereby 
improving the overall security of customers performing transactions 
through internet. Also eliminates customer's risk of identity fraud by 
limiting number of locations for storing customer's personal 
information and limiting duration for purchasing goods using credit 
card . 

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING (S) - The figure shows the hierarchical 
structure of components of secure anonymous transaction engine, 
pp; 18 DwgNo 1/3 
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stores unique account number of allowance 
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Patent Details: 
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Abstract (Basic) : US 20020066783 Al 

NOVELTY - A debit database (14) stores a unique account number of 
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an allowance card of a user (12) . Business transactions are conducted 
through the credits maintained by an account anonymously maintained by 
the database. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION - INDEPENDENT CLAIMS are included for the 
following: 

(1) Method of accomplishing a transaction with allowance card ; 

and 

(2) Packaged debit card . 

USE - Allowance card system for providing business transactions 
including purchase of goods such as cereals, food candy, toys, video 
game instruments and clothes through Internet. 

ADVANTAGE - An anonymous transaction is achieved when the 
merchants and manufacturers sell their products to card holders. Also 
allows allowance card user to earn or receive marketable credits. 

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING (S) - The figure shows the allowance card 
system. 

User (12) 

Debit database (14) 
pp; 7 DwgNo 1/2 

Title Terms: ALLOW; CARD ; SYSTEM; BUSINESS; TRANSACTION; THROUGH; STORAGE 
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Electronic card capable of being read by a magnetic stripe reader using 

a data packet including a personal identification number or other 

information such as a low battery condition 
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CIP of application US 2000571707 
CIP of application US 2000619859 
CIP of application US 2000640044 
CIP of application US 2000659434 
CIP of patent US 6592044 

Abstract (Basic) 

NOVELTY - A 

function switches (4-8). A 12-character keypad (9) is used to enter a 
personal identification number for generating an anonymous credit 
card number for Internet commerce transactions. A liquid crystal 
display (10) displays the alias and the number for the transaction or a 
bar-code representing the number, while a magnetic stripe (12) stores 
relevant information about the cardholder. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION - INDEPENDENT CLAIMS are included for methods 
for transferring a data packet from an electronic card to a money 
source, for allowing customized use of an electronic card , for 
processing plural payment card transactions and for providing secure 
and anonymous transactions . 

USE - Making payments through a payment card . 

ADVANTAGE - Allowing secure and anonymous payments. 

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING (S) - The drawing shows a universal anonymous 
credit card 

On/off switch (3) 
Function switches (4-8) 
Keyboard (9) 
Display (10) 
Magnetic stripe (12) 
pp; 62 DwgNo 1/10 
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Accounts management method for credit card processing system for 
accomplishing anonymous credit card transactions, using alias account 
for credit card holder on card processing system which identifies 
cardholder with alias identity 

Patent Assignee: FIRST DATA RESOURCES (FIRS-N) 

Inventor: BLAGG L H; TSUEI H; WELLS S 

Number of Countries: 094 Number of Patents: 002 

Patent Family: 
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Abstract (Basic) : WO 200135355 Al 

NOVELTY - The method for anonymous payment transactions provides an 
alias account for a credit card holder on a credit card 
processing system that is associated with a credit card , and 
identifies the cardholder with an alias identity. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION - The method for accounts management for 
allowing anonymous credit card transactions in a credit card 
processing system involves establishing two credit cards with a 
line of credit that is split across two accounts - a primary and an 
alias account. The primary account is a conventional credit card 
account using factual information provided by the applicant of the 
credit card , and the alias account' 'is 'const rue ted using security 
information submitted by the credit card applicant, and information 
from an associated primary account. The credit card holder is thus 
able to enter into purchase of any goods or service in complete 
anonymity, without receiving unwanted mailings or personal contacts. 
INDEPENDENT CLAIMS are included for; a method for managing accounts to 
accomplish an anonymous transaction ; a system for managing credit 

card accounts on a credit card processing system to accomplish an 
anonymous credit card transaction. 

USE - Managing credit card accounts on credit card 
processing system to accomplish anonymous payment transactions. 

ADVANTAGE - Cardholder can enter into credit card transactions 
in complete anonymity, and can purchase goods and services without 
worrying about receiving unwanted mailings or contacts. 

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING (S) - The drawing shows a block diagram 
showing an account set-up in the alias account system of the invention. 

pp; 75 DwgNo 1/15 
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Protecting the privacy of customer during transactions preformed on 
Internet has payment provided from privacy payment from fund institution 
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EP 1208503 Al E G06F-017/60 Based- on patent WO 200077701 
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Abstract (Basic) : WO 200077701 Al 

NOVELTY - When a customer (20) request to purchase an item from a 
merchant (22), then a transfer to a privacy system (12) is done, a 
payment is provided from the privacy payment from a fund institution 
(12A) to the merchant (22) for the item(s) purchased, which does not 
identify the customer (20) to the merchant (22) . A letter of credit is 
provided from the fund institution "( 12A) ■ to the merchant (22), 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION - Information regarding the name and shipping 
address (20A) is provided directly to a shipper (25) and stored in a 
database of the privacy system (12) also the customers credit card 
number is stored in another database of the privacy system (12). 
Payment is firstly collected form the customer (20) before the before 
providing a privacy payment . 

An INDEPENDENT CLAIM is also included for An apparatus for 
facilitating a transaction between a customer and a merchant 

USE - For protecting the privacy of customer during transactions 
preformed on the Internet. 

ADVANTAGE - Facilitating anonymous transactions on the 
Internet, and minimizing the likelihood of the improper dissemination 
of the personal information of a customer. 

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING (S) - The figure shows a block diagram that 
illustrates an apparatus and method of the present invention. 

Privacy system (12) 

Customer interface (14) 

Merchant interfaces (16) 

Customer (20) 

Merchant (22) 

Shipper (25) 

Fund institution (12C) 
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Set Items Description 

51 90833 (NEGOTIABLE OR FINANCIAL OR MONETARY) () {INSTRUMENT? OR ITEM 
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ANONYMOUS ( ) TRANSACTION? 
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S7 


0 


AU=(COYLE, A? OR COYLE A ?)-. 




S8 


32 


SI (S)S5 




S9 


5 


S8 (S)S6 




SIO 


24 


S3(S)S5 




Sll 


3 


S10(S)S6 




S12 


0 


Sll NOT S9 




S13 


0 


S4 {S)S5 




S14 


2 


S4 (S) S6 





Search Performed by Sylvia Keys 22-Jul-04 



9/3, K/1 (Item 1 from file: 349) 

DIALOG{R) File 349:PCT FULLTEXT 

(c) 2004 WIPO/Univentio. All rts . reserv. 



01055643 **Image available** 

CREDIT EXTENSION PROCESS USING A PREPAID CARD 

PROCEDE DE PROLONGEMENT DE CREDIT FAISANT APPEL A UNE CARTE PREPAYEE 
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(EP) AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB'GR HU IE IT LU MC NL PT SE SI 
SK TR 

(OA) BF BJ CF CG CI CM GA GN GQ GW ML MR NE SN TD TG 

(AP) GH GM KE LS MW MZ SD SL SZ TZ UG ZM ZW 

(EA) AM AZ BY KG KZ MD RU TJ TM 
Publication Language: English 
Filing Language: English 
Fulltext Word Count: 8603 



Fulltext Availability: 
Detailed Description 



English Abstract 

A process determines whether a prepaid card customer is credit worthy 
by analyzing deposits and purchases transactions associated with the 
account of the customer. Credit is advanced on prepaid card purchases 
in response to the determination of creditworthiness. Prepaid card 
credit granting and repayment is made available other financial 
institutions for the establishment of more conventional credit. The 
prepaid card customer creditworthiness determination includes deposits 
and transactions made while the person was an anonymous prepaid card 
user. The process includes fraud and theft prevention measures including 
validation of the anonymous transactions using a biological 
identification such as a finger print or retinal scan or by validation of 
anonymous and non-anonymous deposit and purchase profiles. Alternatively, 
prepaid card credit can be granted even if the customer is anonymous 
and has not provided a. . . 



Detailed Description 

The process has the further 



Search Performed by Sylvia Keys 22-Jul-04 



advantage of validation steps which ^allow-.u&e of -.the . prior anonymous 

transactions in the determination of' credit limits. Thus, the 
transaction history developed while the customer was. . . 

...provision of personal and credit information for the purpose of credit 
determination. In this embodiment, anonymous transactions are allowed 
and tracked, but credit is not extended until after personal and/or other 



.deposit is determined. In The process of FIG. 5 allows a customer to use 
a prepaid card to privately 

conduct transactions with the anonymous nature of cash. After providing 
information identifying the... 

.the advantage of allowing those consumers unworthy of conventional 
credit and accustom to private and anonymous transactions to smoothly 
transition to more conventional 

FIG. 6 shows an alternate process for credit extension. . . 
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PRE-PAID PAYMENT SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR ANONYMOUS PURCHASING TRANSACTIONS 
PROCEDE ET SYSTEME DE PAIEMENT PREPAYE DESTINES A DES TRANSACTIONS D' ACHAT 
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(EA) AM AZ BY KG KZ MD RU TJ TM 
Publication Language: English 
Filing Language: English 
Fulltext Word Count: 2658 

Fulltext Availability: 
Detailed Description 

Detailed Description 

Detailed Description of the Invention 
The present invention provides a system and method for conducting 
anonymous transactions with an anonymous pre - paid payment card . 

In the preferred embodiment of the present invention, a payment card 
compatible with existing credit... 
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METHODS FOR MANAGING TRANSACTIONS ON THE INTERNET WITH ANONYMOUS SHIPPING 
ADDRESSES 

PROCEDES DE GESTION DE TRANSACTIONS SUR L» INTERNET AVEC ADRESSES 
D' EXPEDITION ANONYMES 

Patent Applicant/Assignee: 

ECATALYSTONE COM INC, 1103 Quail Street, Newport Beach, CA 92660, US, US 
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Fulltext Availability: 
Detailed Description 
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Exemplary e-commerce system 50 includes a, management system 52 that is 
configured to allow anonymous " transactions' to take place between 
consumers 54 and merchants 56 over a network 58 such as the Internet. 
More specifically, through the use of prepaid monetary instriiments 
purchased at one or more distributors 60, exemplary management system 52 
enable consumers 54 to... goods and services provided without the 
drawbacks of conventional financial-transaction instruments such as 
credit cards . In a preferred embodiment the management system 52 of the 
present invention provides cash-like... 



9/3, K/4 (Item 4 from file: 349) 

DIALOG (R) File 34 9: PCX FULLTEXT 

(c) 2004 WIPO/Univentio. All rts. reserv. 

00816851 **Image available** 

METHODS FOR MANAGING TRANSACTIONS OVER THE INTERNET BY PROXY AND WITH 

SINGLE-USE FINANCIAL INSTRUMENTS 
PROCEDE DE GESTION DE TRANSACTIONS SUR L' INTERNET AU MOYEN DE PROXY ET AVEC 

DES INSTRUMENTS FINANCIERS UNI SERVICE 

Patent Applicant/Assignee: 
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Fulltext Availability: 

Detailed Description 
Detailed Description 

block diagram of an exemplary e-commerce system according to the 

present invention in which prepaid monetary instruments are 
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utilized by a system for managing transactions 
between consumers and e-merchants; 

FIG. 2 is a schematic representation of a prepaid monetary 

instrument configured according 

to a preferred embodiment of the invention; 

FIG. 3 is a flow chart illustrating exemplary methodology for managing 
anonymous transactions over a network with prepaid monetary 
instruments in accordance with the present 
invention; 

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of an management ... Exemplary e-commerce system 
50 includes a management system 52 that is configured to allow anonymous 

transactions to take place between consumers 54 and merchants 5 6 over 
a network 58 such as the Internet. More specifically, through the use of 
prepaid monetary instruments purchased at one or more distributors 
60, exemplary management system 52 enable consumers 54 to. . . 

.goods and services provided without the drawbacks of conventional 
financial-transaction instruments such as credit cards . In a preferred 
embodiment, the management system 52 of the present invention provides 
cash-like . . . 
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METHODS AND APPARATUS FOR MANAGING PREPAID TRANSACTIONS OVER A NETWORK 
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Fulltext Availability: ' ' ' ' 

Detailed Description 

Detailed Description 

block diagram of an exemplary e-commerce system according to the 
present invention in which prepaid monetary instruments are 
utilized by a system for managing 
transactions between consumers and e-merchants; 
FIG. 2 is a schematic representation of a prepaid monetary 
instrument configured 

according to a preferred embodiment of the invention; 

5 FIG. 3 is a flow chart illustrating exemplary methodology for managing 
anonymous transactions over a network with prepaid monetary 
instruments in accordance with the present 
invention; 

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of an management ... Exemplary e-commerce system 
50 includes a management system 52 that is configured to allow anonymous 

transactions to take place between consumers 54 and 1 5 merchants 56 
over a network 58 such as the Internet. More specifically, through the 
use of prepaid monetary instruments' purchased at one or more 
distributors 60, exemplary management system 52 enable consumers 54 to... 

...goods and services provided without the drawbacks of conventional 

financial-transaction instruments such as credit cards , In a preferred 
embodiment, the management system 52 of the present invention provides 
cash-like . . . 
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Recording medium with electronic ticket definitions recorded thereon and 

electronic ticket processing methods and apparatuses 
Auf zeichnungsmedium mit darauf auf gezeichneten elektronischen 

Ticketdef initionen und Verfahren und Vorrichtungen zum Verarbeiten 

elektronischerTickets 
Support d'enregistrement avec definitions de tickets electroniques 

enregistrees dedans et methodes et appareils de traitement de tickets 

electroniques 
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...SPECIFICATION As regards exchange tickets, too, there are dealers who 
sells exchange tickets for gold like e - gold (http://www. e - gold 
.com) of Gold & Silver Reserve, Inc. of the United States. For the 
electronization of gift coupons and prepaid cards, there have been 
proposed, for example, a prepaid card model based micropayment system 
described in S. Glassman, M. Manasse, M. Abadi, P. Gauthier. . . 

. . .Millicent Protocol for Inexpensive Electronic Commerce" (Proceedings of 
4th World Wide Web Conference) and another prepaid -card-model-based 
ticket implementation method described in R. Rivest and Adi Shamir, "Pay 
Word. . . 
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Detailed Description 

... purchase" these environment features of elements using various 

currency means, including credit cards, e-cash, e - gold , other Internet 
enabled currency, and secondary monetary sources, such as, charges to 
phone or utility bill, transferring credit on pre - paid phone cards, 
or transit passes, or through conventional payment methods, such as 
checks, money-orders ... and/or elements, products, and services using 
various currency means, including credit cards, e-cash, e - gold , other 
Internet enabled currency, and secondary monetary sources, such as, 
charges to phone or utility bill, transferring credit on pre - paid 
phone cards, or transit passes, or through -conventional payment methods, 
such as checks, money-orders... 
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